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Bundaberg takes lead in shining light on Ice in communities 
 
THE devastating impact of methamphetamine, or ice, on communities has been put under the 

spotlight at a major national Alcohol & Drug conference held in Brisbane by IWC from 21-23 August. 

From babies to the elderly, there is no age group or demographic that is immune to the devastating 

fallout of Ice and other drugs, and for this IWC-hosted conference national and international 

speakers and delegates gathered to share knowledge on how community-driven solutions are 

achieving positive outcomes. 

IWC co-hosted the Bundaberg Region Community Ice Forum with the NewsMail in June 2016, which 

was attended by 46 organisations, groups and businesses and led to a community action plan on 

Ice being developed. 
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The 2017 National Indigenous Drug and Alcohol Misuse Conference was opened by Federal Minister 

Ken Wyatt. The Brisbane event involves 18 speakers and more than 100 delegates. 
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Mr Wyatt also had strong advice for the community organisations and groups at the conference. 

 

Two of the conference speakers spoke of the life-long impact of methamphetamine, or Ice, on 

unborn babies. 

Clinical psychologists Dr Amber Logan and Dr Joseph Stone told the conference that it was vital for 

the community to understand the neurological, physical and psychological effects of in-utero 

exposure to Ice. 

bounce between jail and mental health institutions as they grow up id Dr Logan, a health 

psychologist who has lectured and presented in North America, including Harvard University and the 

University of Washington, Australia and New Zealand. 

She said that many children suffering from the effects of methamphetamine in the womb went 

undiagnosed, often being labelled ADHD or suffering Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). 

on an unborn child was to remove the shame from the conversation. As Dr Logan made clear, we 

must not stigmatise the mother, but instead seek to find ways to provide informed and helpful 

information that will assist potential parents to make informed decisions that will positively affect both 

their own, and the  
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The question of whether there was enough research around Ice and other drugs in our communities 

also was raised. 

I am waiting for the research  is just avoidance. 

We know enough. If you look at all the knowledge across our communities, our clinical experience 

 

IWC presented four keynote presentations at the event, including one on the Bundaberg Region 

Community Ice Forum and the action plan that had come about from that. 

Ms Young said: and it comes as 

the State Government says an Action on Ice Strategy plan will be released at the end of the year, 

with community feedback to be sought. 

Bundaberg, and we need to ensure our voice is heard loud and 

 

 


